ANIMISM
ciated with man's ordinary life that have escaped the brunt of the storm, and returned to live in a dim twilight of popular belief." 33 Returning for a moment to India, where, in Sir 'Alfred LyalTs words, "we seem to step suddenly out of the modern world of formal definite creeds, back into the disorderly supernaturalism of prse-Christian ages," we find that the great gods of Hindooism, the supreme triad, Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, and other deities of the higher class which collectively constitute the Hindoo official pantheon, are the deities of the richer or higher classes, but to the ordinary peasant of Northern India they are little more than a name. Indra, the old Vedic weather-god, has been completely elbowed out as an object of worship by special rain-gods. " The once mighty Varuna has also become a degraded weather-godling, and sailors worship their boat as his fetish when they start on a voyage." The reverses of fortune among these hierarchies have illustration in Harda, or Hardaur, the cholera-god of Northern India. Originally a deification of a notable man who lived in the reign of Akbar, and worshipped in nearly every village in Upper India, he has become neglected, 33 Vol. ii. p. 307. 58